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Drug policy and human rights1 in the I.R. Iran
Iran has a population of over 78 million, 39 million of which are female, and over 70% of this population are 15-65
years old.
There are no accurate statistics on the number of addicts and users in Iran. According to official government statistics,
Iran currently has 1.3million dependent people, who use drugs; Head of the State Welfare Organization speaks of about
2.4 million2 addictives and the chairman of Independent anti-drug committee of the Expediency Council mentions e
more than 4 million drug users in the country. 3 It is estimated that 55% of drug users are young people, with a further
9% being female drug users.
According to the Iran Drug Control Headquarters, drug use and addiction is the second highest cause of death in the
country after traffic accidents, with at least eight people who die each day due to drug abuse. The majority of those are
between 25 and 30 years old.4
Types of Drugs
Opium has been the first and most popular drug among users. However, in recent years, use of chemical drugs has been
the alternative to replace opium, particularly among the youth. Opium is more expensive than other drugs, and it has an
intensive known odor when smoked, which spreads very fast in the neighborhood. However opium is still a popular
drug among the elderly and its traditional users specifically in conservative rural areas. Moreover, in the last few years,
the price of opium has increased.
Over the last decade, amphetamine-type stimulants, notably methamphetamine or shishe (meaning "glass" in Farsi),
have rapidly risen to become the second most used group of drug in Iran with about 345,000 addicts. 5,6
Research carried out by the State Welfare Organisation reveals that over half a million Tehranis between the ages of 15
and 45 have used shishe at least once.7
According to a Teherani drug dealer, as shishe costs more than heroin, it even became a “fashionable“thing to do with a
false belief that it makes one less addictive than heroin. The production of shishe is localized in Iran. The main
substance for making ice (shishe) in other countries is methamphetamines, but the producers of this drug in Iran have
also made use of other substances such as methcathinone, from which users begin to develop Manganism disease.
There are other drugs used in Iran such as localized crack which its main component is heroin. Iranian crack is totally
different with the crack known internationally. The crack produced in Iranian kitchens include also:
methamphetamines, codeine, pseudoephedrine and desomorphine and sometimes acetaminophen, and birds' droppings.
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Although the price of Iranian crack is less than other drugs and it is more accessible, users prefer to use other types of
drugs instead, due to crack's highly destructive effect.
Anti narcotics law, death penalty and reform
The death penalty was first introduced for drug trafficking in Iran in 1959. The latest amended law which came into
effect in January 2011, introduced the death penalty for 17 offences. The law requires the death penalty on the fourth
conviction for drug-related offences in several instances including: planting opium poppies, coca plants or cannabis
seeds with the intent to produce drugs; smuggling more than 5 kilograms of opium or cannabis into Iran; buying,
possessing, carrying or hiding more than 5 kilograms of opium and the other aforementioned drugs (punishable on third
conviction); smuggling into Iran, dealing, producing, distributing and exporting more than 30 grams of heroin,
morphine, cocaine or their derivatives. 8 It also provides for a mandatory death sentence for the “heads of the gangs or
networks”, although there is no definition given of a gang or network. 9
Based on this law, despite some hope for more openness under the newly elected president Hassan Rouhani in June
2013, the executions againhave increased. In 2014, 753 people were executed (25 women), the highest annual number
since the past 10 and possibly25 years.This number also includes the highest number of juvenile executions (at least
14), and despite a slight decrease, Iran, together with Saudi Arabia, remains on the top of the list of countries that
implement public executions, with at least 53 cases in 2014. During the past five years, drug-related charges have
counted for the majority of executions in Iran with at least 2,052 people who have been executed since 2010 for such
charges. In 2014, nearly half of all executions, at least 362, were for drug related crimes. 10Only 123 of these executions
were announced by the official sources. 11 As of 26 June 2015, 651 persons were executed with two third on drug-related
charges.12
Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani, Javad Larijani’s brother and the head of Iran’s Judiciary, also addressed the need to change
the country’s drug laws. During a meeting of judiciary officials on 2 December, he said, “On the issue of drugs and
trafficking, it seems necessary that we need a change in the legislation because the ultimate goal of the law should be
implementing justice, while in reality, this goal is often not realized”. 13
Iran now openly realizes that by focusing on harsh punishment only, the country’s drug problem in general and social
ills of drug abuse in particular will not be solved and continue to inhibit development and social welfare. It will be seen
whether this rhetoric is followed by political action.
Unfair trial
According to numerous reports, a large number of those sentenced to death were convicted by the Revolutionary Courts
behind closed doors, in the absence of fair trial standards, including forced confessions under torture.14 One example is
Mr. Saeed Sedighi who was executed with nine others on drug-trafficking charges, despite calls on 12 October 2012 by
three Special Procedures mandate holders to halt the executions. The Government has yet to respond to due processrelated queries, including to allegations that Mr. Sedighi was not permitted adequate access to a lawyer or allowed to
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defend himself during his trial.15 The judicial system in Iran generally lacks transparency, including access of detainees
to a lawyer from the moment of arrest. Article 48 of the revised Code of Criminal Procedures (effective in June 2015)
provides defendants the right to request “the presence of a lawyer at the onset of detention”. However, a restrictive note
to this Article allows for exceptions, e.g. if the accused is detained on suspicion of committing offences, such as
organized crime, crimes against national security, theft and drug-related offences, they may be prohibited from
accessing a lawyer for up to a week after arrest. It should be noted that most violations of fair trial standards reportedly
occur during the investigation phase. 16
There are also reports of juveniles being executed on drug related offences in the absence of fair trial standards. Jannat
Mir, a 15-year-old Afghan boy, was executed for drug-related offences along with five other Afghans for similar
offences in the prison of Isfahan, in April 2014. He reportedly had no access to a lawyer or consular services. 17
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